was any such prejudice on the part of the great hospitals, it might perhaps be described as "ignorant," for that they would certainly come out from any full and impartial inquiry with added claims to public confidence and support, but that there were many so-called " medical charities " which had an objection to inquiry that could hardly be called either ignorant or a prejudice, and that such an objection ought to be an additional motive for pressing the inquiry. I leave you and your readers to judge whether this is or is not the sober truth.
Much care, as you hint, would no doubt be necessary both in selecting the commissioners and in the conduct of the inquiry. But I have no doubt that the inquiry must be undertaken sooner or later, and that nothing but harm can result from delaying it, and so continuing the present disorganisation and increasing the difficulties of the really deserving charities ; and I am glad to infer from the tenour of your remarks that your influential journal is of the same opinion. I am, Sirs, your obedient servant, Great Cumberland-place, Feb 5th, 1889 T. HOLMES.
THE VOLUNTEER MEDICAL SERVICE.
To the Editors of THE LANCET. SIRS,-I shall be obliged if you will kindly, through the medium of your journal, allow me as the representative of the Volunteer regimental medical officers on the late War Office Committee (Surgeon Commandant A. J. Norton representing the Volunteer Medical Staff Corps), which was appointed to consider and report upon the organisation of the Volunteer Medical Service, to inform them of the recommendations to which effect has now been given. I need not point out to my brother officers the great gain to our service of the above alterations, but I would venture to congratulate the acting surgeons upon the removal of the great injustice they have too long laboured under; and it is only fitting that I should embrace this opportunity of recording our indebtedness to the War Office Committee, and especially to Sir Thomas Crawford, who throughout took the greatest interest in furthering the recommendations of-the Volunteer Medical Association, the adoption of which has led to the present improved position of our service. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, WILLIAM ROBERT SMITH, M.D., F.R.S. Ed., Surgeon-Major, Volunteer Medical Staff, &c.;
Treasurer, Volunteer Medical Association.
Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury-square, W.C., Feb. 4th, 1889. THE PROTECTION OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION.
To the Editors of THE LANCET. SIRS,-The correspondence which has appeared in your columns relative to the above subject is sufficient to show that it deserves some consideration.
It is at present, unfortunately, an undoubted fact that we are placed at a great disadvantage to those who are members of a sister profession-viz., that of the law. Lawyers are most thoroughly protected against spurious practitioners by means of the Incorporated Law Society holding its aegis over its members, whereas we of the medical profession have really no protection whatever. Unqualified practitioners in medicine abound now more than ever, and, with the present imperfect machinery for their prosecution, it really appears as if they had the advantage over qualified and registered men. In fact, it becomes a serious question whether, in the pecuniary sense, it is worth wh:le to go through the trouble and heavy expense of hospital curriculum, graduation, and qualification at all. Our registration certainly entitles us to sue for fees where they would be otherwise unpaid ; but how many of us resort to the County Court for recovery of medical debts ? Even the striking off the Register does not prevent a man practising, and I have two cases in my mind at present where, this penalty having been exacted, the offenders are still gaily conducting large practices and using the title of '&deg; Dr." and" Surgeon." I believe that the only method of checking this will be by calling upon the Legislature to pass a short Bill by which all medical men practising in Great Britain and Ireland will be compelled to pay an annual licensing fee of, say, one guinea to entitle them to practise; a and, further, that this licence shall only be granted on the production of an authorised diploma or degree entitling to registration under the Act. That, further, if anyone should be found practising without such a licence, lie shall be called upon to produce such diploma or degree ; and if he cannot do so, he shall be summoned, and if convicted be fined 100. The prosecution in this case would fall in the hands of the Inland Itevenue authorities, and, judging by their well-known zeal in the collection of ordinary taxes, we may rest assured that they would look well after their duties " The guinea fee, giving protection to the medical profession, would not be objected to, as at present each of us loses far more than this amount by unqualified practice. Lawyers have to pay a much heavier fee each year for certificates to practise, but they feel that the aid it gives them in checking unqualified practitioners makes it worth their while to pay it. With regard to the "hospital question" and " gratuitous advice," the whole question will, I hope, shortly be threshed out by a Royal Commission. To the Editors of THE LANCET. SIRS,-After perusing Dr. Wilks' article on the above, I have carefully re-read this " model of scientific investigation," as he justly styles Jenner's "Inquiry." The first point that strikes one is the complete and lasting immunity conferred by the cow-pox, as instanced by inoculation with variolous matter after periods varying from twenty-five to fifty-three years. This is no doubt due to the fact that a sufficient quantity of the cow-pox virus was introduced when obtained in the natural way, or by Jenner's inoculation.
Vaccination, as performed by the general practitioner, whose results are not challenged by a Government inspector, is, I fear, often performed in a very perfunctory manner, and thereby brought into unmerited contempt by practically evading the Act. Let me illustrate this by an actual case.
An infant was recently brought to me for vaccination, for which I had procured calf lymph; the mother desired me to " do it in one place only," saying there was a doctor within a few miles who never did more, and instancing a case.
To him I recommended her to take her child, as I declined to do less than three, when she submitted. She was full of all the stock objections of the anti-vaccinationists. Now, Sirs, the Government inspectors insist on an amount of cicatricial area which cannot be obtained by less than three good-sized vesicles ; and, though not a public vaccinator, I think it would be dishonest to go through the farce of scratching the child's skin, and pandering to the ignorance of parents, knowing that no efficient protection can result. Is it not probable that the perfect immunity after natural vaccinia and vaccination in Jenner's time was due to the thorough way in which it was performed ? and but too probable that the odium into which vaccination has fallen nova-days is in great measure due to the careless way and the bad faith in which the operation is done ? Surely those members of our profession who despise it and hold it in contempt (and there are such) would better consult their own dignity and that of their calling (not to mention honesty) by declining to lend themselves to an evasion of the. Act. One remedy suggests itself, and that is, that all children should pass a Government inspection, whether vaccinated by
